
Innovation at the heart  
of the campus

EHL continues to 
develop and expand 
its campus, inviting 
students from around 
the world to discover 
the Swiss sense of 
hospitality
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CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT

‘A CAMPUS FOR STUDENTS 
DESIGNED BY STUDENTS’

The Campus Development project 
started in 2013 where we adopted an 
innovative, unique and international 
approach to architecture. This initiative 
remains strong and the dynamics 
are remarkable. The collaborative 
approach encouraging the exchange 
of ideas (crowd-sourcing) initially 
brought together 385 architecture 
and landscape students from the four 
corners of the world. Their ideas came 
supported by leading experts and 
were presented at a Forum, following 
which 2014 came with a flurry of major 
achievements.

CREATION OF THE “BASE VIE”,  
THE MAIN HEADQUARTERS FOR  
THE CREATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE FUTURE CAMPUS

True to the spirit and collaborative 
nature of the Campus Development 
project, the “Base Vie” was set up at 
the heart of EHL in September 2014. The 
goal is to bring together the resources 
necessary to run the project in order 
to ensure we meet our commitments 
regarding scheduling and quality.

EHL’s “Base Vie” is a strategic base 
that brings together experts in their 
specific technical fields. These people 
take part in choices and decisions 
as the project develops, and are 
essential to the success of the project. 
Designed as a place for exchange and 
direct dialog between the different 
parties, EHL’s “Base Vie” comprises 
professionals active the fields of 
civil engineering, HVAC engineering 

(heating, ventilation and air condi-
tioning) and ES engineering (electrical 
and sanitation) who work together with 
the chosen architect’s office and the 
young architects awarded prizes during 
the Campus Dev Forum in July 2013.

The “Base Vie” team based at EHL is 
directed by Christian Hunziker, Campus 
Development Manager, and comprises 
about twenty people.

MAJOR EXPANSION WORK

2014 also saw major construction works 
carried out on the two main academic 
buildings raising the buildings by a floor 
or two and transforming rooms to cater 
to a larger number of students. This 
marks the beginning of our expansion 
and symbolizes the change in our 
architectural morphology.

All the work is managed by Christian 
Géry, Director of Infrastructure.
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“EHL was a forerunner in its way of working and this is a priceless advantage. 
It involves creating a blank, open and unbiased canvass, simply an academic 
environment that creates an open approach to analyzing the challenges that the 
institution will face as it manages its expansion.”

“The inspirational, unique and original nature of the Campus 

Development project has attracted global benchmarks in architecture 

whose renowned expertise is priceless for our school.” 

Rémi Walbaum, Director of Campus Development

The progression of the ‘Campus 
Development’ project has led us  
to meet exceptional people

“A major function of the new development at EHL is to build the school’s identity, 
to make a physical setting that will stay in peoples’ thoughts as a positive and 
sympathetic – even happy – memory. Identity for an institution is complex, a 
combination of performance, reputation, social associations, history, and physical 
perceptions.”

Born in 1957 in Navarre, Spain, Francisco 
Mangado has taught at Harvard 
University, Yale University, the École 
Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne 
and now teaches at Cornell University.

In June 2008, he created the 
‘Architecture and Society Foundation’, 
which aims to promote interactions 

A distinguished graduate of Harvard 
University, Edward M. Baum conducted 
professional and academic careers 
in parallel. He began his career as an 
architect in José Luis Sert’s practice, 
then his work was recognized by 
numerous national and international 
prizes, including two prestigious 
American Architecture Awards. He is 
a member of the American Institute of 

Francisco Mangado

Edward M. Baum

between architecture and other 
disciplines, such as philosophy and 
economics.

In addition to his academic work and his 
involvement in architectural programs, 
Francisco Mangado works as an 
architect from his practice in Pamplona.

Architects. His academic career began 
by teaching for ten years at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Design. From 1998 
to 1999, he directed the school of archi-
tecture at Texas-Arlington University, 
where he is Emeritus Dean. Today, 
Edward Baum is a visiting professor at 
the University of Navarre and works as 
an architect in New York.
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A graduate of Ecole hôtelière de 
Lausanne in 2006, Damien Rottet is 
an entrepreneur heading a leading 
agency for developing, optimizing and 
completing hotel, gastronomic and spa 
projects in Switzerland. Furthermore, he 
provides procurement services in FF&E, 
OS&E and IT equipment. As manager, he 
set up the development department 
of Katara Hospitality Switzerland AG 

CAMPUS DEVELOPMENT

A project at the heart of his Alma Mater  
for an EHL graduate

“The Campus Development project marks the future for EHL. My active parti-
cipation in such a major project as a graduate from Ecole hôtelière de Lausanne 
is highly motivating and represents an unbelievably stimulating experience. 
Contributing to the construction of a campus dedicated to future generations and 
offering hotel know-how within a multi-disciplinary development team generates 
extremely enriching exchanges.”

Damien Rottet
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“The special aspect of the Campus Development Project lies in the iterative process 
between programmatic definition of the school and that of the architecture and the 
landscape. This means that, on the face of it, there is no fixed program and therefore, 
there is no definitive architectural design. The back and forth between these two 
centers creates a permanently open world of design, seeking to be as real as possible. 
All those participating in this creative workshop share, and will share, the same 
vision for the Campus Development.”

Born in 1953, Dominique Perrault is an 
architect and city planner. Committed 
to contemporary architecture, Professor 
at the École Polytechnique Fédérale 
de Lausanne, guest speaker in France 
and abroad, he has been a member of 
the Scientific Committee of the Greater 
Paris Atelier International since 2012. 
Architect of the French National Library, 
he also designed the Berlin velodrome 
and Olympic swimming pool, the 
extension to the European Communities 
Court of Justice in Luxembourg and the 
campus of Ewha Women’s University  
in Seoul.

Dominique Perrault 

In 2011, he won the competition to 
extend/renovate the former library 
and mechanical engineering hall of 
the École Polytechnique Fédérale 
de Lausanne, delivered in 2013 and 
2015, and the Teaching Bridge. He also 
manages major projects in Zürich and 
Fribourg, and in Geneva he manages 
the headquarters of DPA Suisse. In 
2014, he delivered the DC Tower 1 in 
Vienna, as well as the Grand Theatre in 
Albi. This year he is inaugurating DPA x, 
a new research platform, as well as the 
Groundscape monograph exhibition.

and managed it for several years. The 
Schweizerhof Hotel in Bern, which 
has won several prizes, as well as the 
Royal Savoy Lausanne and Bürgenstock 
Resort projects in central Switzerland, 
form part of his developments, as 
does ACASA Suites, a new generation 
apartment-hotel currently under 
construction in Zürich.
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The campus, an 
environment always 
buzzing with excitement

INCUBATING BUSINESSES IS  
GOING WELL

EHL’s Business Incubator has become 
an essential place for start-ups in 
the hospitality sector during their 
development phase. The incubator 
plays a key role in the entrepreneurial 
process with a solid team to provide 
sponsors of innovative projects with a 
strong support structure. This structure 
helps entre preneurs create and develop 
their company by offering a portfolio of 
services that meet all their needs in 
the start-up phase. Ecole hôtelière de 
Lausanne launched the first business 
incubator dedicated to the hospitality 
sector in 2009, with support from 
the Gebert Rüf Stiftung Foundation, 
and since then has supported many 
business projects.

Our hosted start-ups

Beelong is an indicator used to 
assess the environmental impact of 
an ingredient, a meal or all purchases 
of a restaurant. The indicator aims to 
reduce the impact of foodstuffs on 
the environment by providing practical 
solutions for the restaurant industry.

In 2014, Beelong, developed by 
graduates from Ecole hôtelière de 
Lausanne, tested and financed over 
four years within EHL, took flight as a 
separate entity hosted within EHL’s 
Business Incubator.

3BaysOver is building a global B2B 
network platform and a meeting place 
for businesses in the international 
tourism sector.

BookBedder is a private online hotel 
reservation site with a fair and colla-
borative business model that enables 
hotels to offer their customers the most 
competitive rates while also increasing 
their margins.

GuestLabs is working on a revolutionary 
online concierge product for hotels of 
all sizes. It provides the customer with 
a customized and interactive presen-
tation of all of the hotel’s services, as 
well as information about events and 
attractions in the region. GuestLabs 
were hosted within the incubator until 
the end of 2014.

SERVING EDUCATION, THE EHL 
VEGETABLE GARDEN IS BEING 
TRANSFORMED 

Ever bigger and more beautiful, EHL’s 
vegetable garden remains avant-garde 

with an ecologically-friendly approach. 
The garden is a truly balanced 
ecosystem yielding a more productive 
crop and presenting a natural 
estheticism.

In 2014, the garden was transformed 
with the creation of a dry riverbed, 
blocking the sun and creating a special 
biotope. In addition, a new yellow-
orange beehive has found a place in 
the garden allowing us to admire, from 
behind a glass screen, the thousands 
of bees that generously pollinate our 
vegetables and flowers and give up the 
fruit of their labor: EHL honey.
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‘Vegetable garden’ workshops 
designed for the Preparatory Year take 
place throughout the academic year, 
allowing students to discover and 
understand biodiversity.

A VAUDOIS CARNOTZET AT EHL TO 
PROMOTE THE CANTON’S WINES 

On September 29th 2014, the 
“Carnotzet”, a wine cellar for cantonal 
wine unveiled its riches in a new space 
dedicated to the pleasures of wine 
tasting, designed by the Jordi+Partner 
AG office of architecture.

The Office des Vins Vaudois (OVV - Office 
of Vaud Wines) and Ecole hôtelière de 
Lausanne have officially inaugurated 
this prestigious venue named: Le 
Carnotzet des Vins Vaudois, attended 
by Michel Rochat, General Director of 
EHL and Pierre Keller, President of the 
Office des Vins Vaudois. 

This new step strengthens the ties 
between the two organizations that are 
aiming for excellence profoundly based 
on Swiss values. The strategy imple-
mented is based on two collaborative 
themes: academic and institutional. 
In academic terms, first-year students 
can now take part in courses covering 
the Vaud vinyeards and wine-tas-
tings, explained by winegrowers. 
Institutionally, it is important to note 
that for the last year, the full range of 
Premiers Grands Crus Vaudois have 
taken pride of place on the wine list at 
the Berceau des Sens, EHL’s gastro-
nomic restaurant. 

For the OVV, this new instrument 
intended above all for students, is a 
powerful symbol and supports the 
objectives by providing effective and 
high quality promotion to the future 
generation of decision-makers in the 
hospitality industry.

This unique place could not have 
been created without the benefactors 
who donated their partnership shares 
acquired in 1986 to construct the 
Maison de la Vigne et du Vin Vaudois. The 
Carnotzet des Vins Vaudois will enable 
new graduates, former graduates and 
friends of Ecole hôtelière de Lausanne 
to continue learning about the wines in 
our region.

“In the course of my travels around 
the world, during my activities at the 
Ecole Cantonale d’Art de Lausanne 
[Lausanne school of art and 
design] and those associated with 
several terms of office at the Office 
Suisse d’Expansion Commerciale 
[Swiss agency for foreign trade 
promotion] and the Department of 
Foreign Affairs, I had the pleasure 
of discovering and meeting a large 
number of hotel directors, F&B 
managers, all of whom brilliantly 
pursued and obtained a diploma 
from Ecole hôtelière de Lausanne. 
I am therefore convinced that EHL 
is the ideal place to promote Vaud 
wines.” 

Pierre Keller, President of the OVV

“With a history of over 120 years, 
Ecole hôtelière de Lausanne is part 
of this region’s heritage and, as the 
world’s first school for the hospi-
tality trade, it seems natural to us 
that pride of place should be given 
to regional wines from the Canton 
of Vaud.”

Michel Rochat, General Director  
of EHL




